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1st Quarter:  Close Reading and Analysis 
 

Resources: Joshua Davis’ Spare Parts, “World on a Turtle’s Back,” “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God,” Poetry by Anne Bradstreet, The 

Crucible, and related supplemental texts 
 

R
E

A
D

IN
G

 

TEKS: 

(1) (A, B, C, D, E) 

(2) (A, B) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) (A, B, C, D) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(10) (A, B) 

 

LISTENING: 

(24) (A, B) 

(25) 

(26) 

 

ELPS:  

 

 

*    Annotation 

 American Dream 

 Creation myths 

 Logical fallacy 

 Puritanism 

 Drama 

 Characterization 

 Mood 

 Historical context/McCarthyism 

Annotate text 

 

Analyze key characteristics 

     of American Dream in 

     literature and make 

     connections 

 

Identify characteristics of:  

     - Native American myths 

     - argument/logical   

          fallacies  

 

Analyze, make inferences,  

     and draw conclusions 

     about author’s purpose in 

     cultural, historical, and 

     contemporary context.   

 

Analyze drama 

 

 

Into the Wild Debate 

 

Cumulative Summer Reading 

     activities  

 

Annotation of texts 
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W
R

IT
IN

G
 

TEKS: 

(13) (A, B, C, D, E) 

(14) (A, C) 

(15) (A) (I-VI) 

(16) (A, B, C, D, E, F) 

 

ELPS: 

 Myth Structure 

 Argument—counterargument, concession, 

refutation, affirmative, negative, cross 

examination, rebuttal, etc. 

 Thesis statement 

 Embedded textual evidence 

 Paragraph Structure  

Develop/Construct an 

     argument 

 

Create an original myth using 

     elements of Native 

     American Myths 

 

Analyze author’s purpose  

     through literary analysis 

 

 

Writing Workshop: 

 Informal journal writing on 

related on topics 

 Debate opening speech 

 Original creation myth 

 Literary analysis paragraph 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L
A

N
G

U
A

G
E

 

TEKS: 

(17) (A, B) 

(18) 

(19) 

 

ELPS: 

 Dependent/independent clause 

 Subject/verb agreement 

 Parallel structure 

 Syntactical structure 

 Variety of sentences 

Use of : 

     punctuation  

     capitalization 

 

Construct a variety of 

     sentences  

Introduce and explore writing 

     handbook 

 

Imitate, model and expand sentence 

     components 
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2nd Quarter: Rhetorical Analysis of the American Argument and writers from 1776-1885 

 
2nd nine weeks 

 

Henry’s “Speech to Second Virginia Convention,” Jefferson’s “Declaration of Independence”, additional selected works from Benjamin 

Franklin, argument-based selections, Romantic and Transcendental literature, Dave Barry’s “Year in Review” and other satirical works.  

Articles for research. 

R
E

A
D

IN
G

 

TEKS: 

(1) (A, B, C, D, E) 

(2) (A, B, C) 

(4) 

(5) (A, B, C, D) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) (B) 

(10) (A, B) 

 

LISTENING: 

(24) (A, B) 

(25) 

(26) 

 
ELPS:  

 

 

 Rhetoric 

 Diction 

 Connotative language 

 Rhetorical devices 

 Rhetorical triangle 

 Rhetorical situation 

 Rhetorical appeals 

 Sensory detail 

 Parallel structure 

 Allusion 

 Metaphor 

 Claim 

 Support 

 Counter argument 

 Romanticism 

 Transcendentalism 

 Satire 

Analyze rhetoric in   

     persuasive, archaic texts 

 

Analyze nonfiction 

 

Identify logical fallacies 

 

Deconstruct argument  

 

Recognize and analyze  

     elements of satire 

 

Identify key characteristics of 

     Rationalist, Romantic, and  

     Transcendental literature 

 

Analyze, make inferences,  

     and draw conclusions 

     about author’s purpose in 

     cultural, historical, and 

     contemporary context.   

Annotate texts 

 

Rhetorical analysis based activities 

 

Original “Almanak” and 

     Teenagers’ Declaration of   

      Independence  

 

Annotate/analyze Romantic and    

     Transcendental texts 

 

Transcendentalism Project 

 

Annotate contemporary satire for 

     key elements  
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W
R

IT
IN

G
 

TEKS: 

(13) (A, B, C, D, E) 

(14) (C) 

(15) (A) (I-VI), (D) 

 

ELPS: 

 Parallel structure and syntactical 

variety 

 Thesis statements  

 Assertions 

 Embedded textual evidence 

 Literary present tense 

 Position-driven thesis 

 Satire 

 

Compose with syntactical 

     variety and parallel 

     structure to imitate 

     author’s style 

 

Utilize lofty language,  

     metaphor, and allusion 

  

Analyze rhetorical devices 

     that contribute to author’s  

     purpose  

 

Compose position-driven  

     analysis in a timed  

     environment 

 

Write an original satire  

     using elements of satire 

Journal response entries 

 

Imitation of Declaration of  

     Independence 

 

Rhetorical analysis essay 

 

Essay workshop tournament 

 

 Original satire  

     utilizing key elements 
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L
A

N
G

U
A

G
E

 

TEKS: 

(17) (A, B) 

(18) 

(19) 

 

ELPS: 

 

 Appositive Phrases 

 Absolute Phrases 

 Participial Phrases 

 Passive Voice 

 Dependent/Independent Phrases 

 Subject/Verb Agreement 

 Parallel Structure 

 Syntactical Structure 

 

Construct and expand  

     complex sentence  

     components  

Imitating, modeling and expanding   

     complex sentence components 
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English III  

 

3rd Quarter: Literary Analysis and Genre Study   

 

Resources 

Poetry and selected short fiction from American Gothic literature, selected poetry, supplemental American Dream readings, short fiction including  

selected Mark Twain pieces, readings from Realism, and an independent reading selection. 
 

 3rd nine weeks 
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R
E

A
D

IN
G

 

TEKS: 

(1) (A, B, C, D, E) 

2 (A, B, C) 

(3)  

(5)(A. B, C, D) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(10) (A, B) 

(12) (A, B, C, D) 

 

LISTENING: 

(24) (A, B) 

(25) 

(26) 

 
ELPS:  

 

 

 Gothic Literature 

 Mood 

 Setting 

 Voice/POV 

 Imagery 

 Plot 

 Fantasy 

 Flashback 

 Grotesque 

 Unity of effect/single effect 

 American Dream 

 Utopia 

 Dystopia 

Analyze Gothic literature  

     (Southern Gothic) 

 

Recognize and understand 

     elements of the American  

     Dream in selected works 

 

Analyze poetic structure  

     and devices 

 

Identify and understand 

     key characteristics of  

     realistic literary works 

 

Analyze the impact of  

     narration 

 

Comparative analysis of Gothic 

     elements across literature and    

     film 

 

Poetry Study 

 

American Dream related activities 
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W
R

IT
IN

G
 

TEKS: 

(13) (A, B, C, D, E) 

(14) (B) 

(15) (A) (I-VI), (C) (I-V) 

 

RESEARCH: 

(20) (A, B) 

(21) (A, B, C) 

(22) (A, B, C) 

(23) (A, B, C, D) 

 

ELPS: 

 

 

 Parallel structure and syntactical 

variety 

 Thesis statements  

 Assertions 

 Embedding textual evidence 

 Literary present tense 

 Position-driven thesis 

Synthesize sources in order  

     to create a position-driven 

     argument 

 

Utilize poetic devices in order 

     to create original poem 

Informal journal writing on related  

     topics 

 

 Original poem 

 

Gothic elements analysis 

    in evidence-supported paragraph 

 

Romanticism vs. Realism  

 

 

 

 

 

 

L
A

N
G

U
A

G
E

 

TEKS: 

(17) (A, B) 

(18) 

(19) 

 

ELPS: 

 Appositive phrases 

 Absolute phrases 

 Participial phrases 

 Passive voice 

 Dependent/independent clauses 

 Subject/verb agreement 

 Parallel structure 

 Syntactical structure 

 

 

Construct and expand  

     complex sentence  

     components  

Imitating, modeling and expanding  

     complex sentence components 
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4th Quarter:  Researching and Exploring Modern America 

 

Resources 

The Great Gatsby, selected Harlem Renaissance works, selected Modernistic works, contemporary college-focused nonfiction articles 

 

R
E

A
D

IN
G

 

TEKS: 

(1) (A, B, C, D, E) 

2 (A, B) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5)(A. B, C, D) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) (A, C, D) 

(11) (A, B) 

 

LISTENING: 

(24) (A, B) 

(25) 

(26) 

 
ELPS:  

 

 

 American Dream 

 Disillusionment of Society 

 Symbolism/motif 

 Alienated Characters 

 Experimentation in Style 

 Fragmented Narration 

 Color imagery 

 Characterization 

 Social commentary in fiction 

 Naviance 

 FAFSA 

 

Identify key characteristics of 

     Modernist and Harlem 

     Renaissance literary 

     philosophy 

 

Analyze and relate   

     Modernism in The Great 

     Gatsby 

 

Understand the college  

     admission process and  

     realistic expectations and  

     goals 

 

Evaluate sources and non- 

     fiction selections of 

     college-related materials 

Literary analysis of Gatsby activity 

 

College and Career project 
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W
R

IT
IN

G
 

TEKS: 

(b) (21) (A, B, C) 

(b) (22) (A, B, C) 

(b) (23) (A, B, C, D, E) 

(13) (A, B, C, D, E) 

(15) (A) (I-VI), (B) (I-V), (C) (I-

V) 

 

ELPS: 

 MLA Research Skills 

 Refining Google Searches for 

Scholarly Inquiry 

 Formatting 

 Evaluating sources 

 Citation 

 Documentation 

 Works Cite and Bibliography 

Evaluate research sources  

 

Understand the apply the  

     research process 

 

Synthesize research and  

     observations in order to  

     formulate a position- 

     driven argument 

 

Organize and present 

     research ideas 

Informal journal writing on related 

      on topics 

 

MLA documented research paper  

     on American authors  
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L
A

N
G

U
A

G
E

 

TEKS: 

(17) (A, B) 

(18) 

(19) 

 

 Appositive Phrases 

 Absolute Phrases 

 Participial Phrases 

 Passive Voice 

 Dependent/Independent Clauses 

 Subject/Verb Agreement 

 Parallel Structure 

 Syntactical Structure 

 

 

Construct and expand   

     complex sentence  

     components  

Imitating, modeling and expanding 

     complex sentence components 

 
 

 


